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The Writers' Boot Camg at Bergamot Station hosled the Manhattan Shorls Fim
Festival on Seplembar 24, This festival, begun 12 years ago with a single truck-
mounled screen on a downlown harhatian sireet, has expanded inlo an
intematicnal event, with 1en films screaned simuttaneously in 173 cties over ona
wiak's lima

Them was much axcteman at the scregning over Mogambique, a fim produced
by local organization Venice Arts. This flm, by now-17 year ol Alcides Scares,
was created during a progect called “The House k= Small, But the Welcome is
Big,” which invalved professionals. from the pholography and film world going to
Adrica and giving cameras and instruction to women and children affected by
AIDS

Soares, working with the mentorship of television writer Neal Baer and direcior
Chris Zalka, drected a fulldength documentary abowt his awn life and his search
for @ family. He had kst his parents 1o AIDS some years afler they dvorced, and
e sought ta find his grandparents and younger brother, Mozambique is a
14-minute excerpl from the Tull-length film and shows an already malune
approach o parsonal documentary nanativa.

While Soares was the youngest iimmaker representad al Manhatian Shors, the
ciher ning films, by somewhat older young directars from vasious countnas, alsg
showed much promise.

Julius Onah's The Bowndvy, the U5, entry, was the most emalionally gripping
film, based on a tree slory aboul an Amescan family of Middle Eastern
backgrownd, delained at a U.5 -Canadan border crossing Daniel
Wintberg's Love Chid, from Sweden, was an armusing quickie aboul a Bile gil's
*sibding rivalry” fesalings wian her parents got a cat that they seamed 10 love more
Ihan har

Jarermy Clapin's Skivzein, from France, an animated shor about a man who is
siruck by & meteorile and experiences a spatial displacament, had been
prendousty sean by this revieser at the Los Angeles Fim Feslival, bul was mone
enjoyable on second viewing, although at 13 and a hadf minutes, it siill seemed a
irifle long.

Hammerhead, by the U EK's Sam Donovan, used humor and sams suspenss 1o
tell the tale of a young boy's confusion abow his parenls’ divorce and his
mother’s naw female lover, Israeli Yehezkel Lavaroy's Lashabiva portraved the
|sraedi-Palastinian conflict via a playground garme with réal soldiers, a brisl, (ende
film.

Other films included Isabal De Ocampa’s Méanle, fram Spain, about & proatitule,
har crued pimp, and her younger sister, o whom she reached out (a lack of
subltles created some confusion for audience mambers, alhaugh the visuals shill
had dramalic empact). Sandy Widyanala's Flashic, froem Australia, a funny shon
about body Emage; Martina Amati's AMae, a beautifully pholographed story of
twe Sieikan boys ot on ihe waler in a small boal and again fram Spain, Joege
igling's Parking, & cauticnary tale of what might be termed “pariking structure
rage.”

Audiences at all Manhattan Shorts screenings vabed for their favornite of the ten
filmis. The wanring fim, annownced Seplember 29 in New York, was Skivrem
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